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DOSSIER D’ACTIVITATS



READING COMPREHENSION (25 marks)

1. Read the text. Name five South American countries mentioned in the
text. (5 marks)
__________________________________________________

Read about these students’ experiences on a gap year before
they started university.

Emily is studying English. She went to India.

What did you do? I worked for a local newspaper as a trainee
journalist. Journalism is very competitive and it’s difficult
to find a job. I spoke to a careers advisor and she told me I
should try to get some work experience. I always wanted to
visit India and getting work experience over there was a bit
easier than in the UK. India was fantastic; not only did I
learn a lot about journalism, but I also met some amazing
people and saw some beautiful places while I was travelling.
My favourite place in India has got to be the Taj Mahal – it
is the most spectacular building I’ve ever seen.

Jake is studying engineering. He went to South America.

What did you do? Well, I started in Venezuela, where I stayed
with friends of mine in Caracas. It was so helpful having
somebody who knew their way around and it gave me the
opportunity to do things that usually only the local people
can do. After Venezuela I went to Brazil. I worked with
children in Rio for three months. I taught them English and
maths and also some sports. It was great fun. Then I moved on
to Argentina and I worked on a farm for two months. The work
was hard and tiring, but it was fun too. After Argentina I
went to Uruguay, where I did more work with children,
teaching them sports. I wasn’t paid for the work I did there,
so I had to be very organized with my money. Then I finished
my journey in Chile.

2. Read the text. Name five South American countries mentioned in the
text. (20 marks)

1. Emily wants to be a _____________ .
2. The careers advisor told her that she should get _____________ .
3. Emily thought the Taj Mahal was _____________ .
4. Jake worked with children in _____________ and _____________
5. Jake did _____________ work in Uruguay.



GRAMMAR (100 marks)

1. PRESENT SIMPLE AND PRESENT CONTINUOUS: Put the verb into the
correct  form, present continuous or present simple. (10 marks)

1. Let’s go out. __________ (it/not/rain) now.
2. Julia is very good at languages. __________ (she/speak) four

languages very well.
3. Hurry up! __________ (everybody/wait) for you.
4. ‘__________ (you/listen) to the radio?’ ‘ No, you can turn it off. ‘
5. ‘__________ (you/listen) to the radio everyday?’ ‘No, just occasionally’
6. The River Nile __________ (flow) very fast today - much faster than

usual.
7. The River __________ (flow) into the Mediterranean.
8. __________ (we/usually/grow) vegetables in our garden, but this

year __________ (we/not/grow) any.
9. A: How’s your english? B: Not bad. I think __________ (it/improve)

slowly.
10. Rachel is in NY right now. __________ (she/stay) at the Park Hotel.

2. PAST SIMPLE: Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct
form, positive or negative.  (10 marks)

1. It was warm, so I __________ off my coat. (take)
2. When I __________ six, I could swim. (be)
3. The film wasn’t very good. __________ it much (enjoy)
4. I knew Sarah was busy, so I __________ her (disturb)
5. We were very tired, so we __________ the party early (leave)
6. The bed was very uncomfortable. I __________ well. (sleep)
7. The window was open and a bird __________ into the room. (fly)
8. The hotel wasn’t very expensive. It __________ much to stay there.

(cost)
9. It was in a hurry, so I __________ time to phone you. (have)
10. It was hard carrying the bags. They __________ very heavy. (be)

3. COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVES: Complete the sentences. Use a
superlative  or a comparative. (10 marks)

1. We stayed at __________ hotel in the town. (cheap)



2. The USA is very large, but Canada is __________. (large)
3. It was an awful day. It was __________ day of my life (bad)
4. Everest is __________ mountain in the world. It is __________ than any

other mountain. (high).
5. I prefer this chair to the other one. It’s  __________. (comfortable)
6. What’s __________ thing you’ve ever bought? (expensive)
7. Sue and Kevin have got three daughters. The __________ is 14 years

old. (old)
8. What’s __________ way to get to the station? (quick)
9. Our hotel was __________ than all the others in the town. (cheap)
10. What  is __________ country in the world? (small)

4. MODALS: Choose the correct form. (10 marks)
1. School uniform is compulsory. We have to/don’t have to wear it.
2. I must/mustn’t go home now. I can’t stay out late.
3. We didn’t have to/ don’t have to stay inside school at lunchtime.

We can go outside if we want.
4. Miss Stone had to/must teach us yesterday. Our teacher was sick.
5. You must/mustn’t put milk in her tea. She doesn’t like it.
6. I didn’t have to/mustn’t study when I was five.
7. Children had to/should memorize long texts.
8. If you have temperature, you should/can visit the doctor.
9. We couldn’t/had to go to the concert.
10. The norm states that students mustn’t/shouldn’t use their phones.

5. QUANTIFIERS: Put in a/an or some when necessary. If no word is
necessary, leave the space empty. (10 marks)

1. I’ve seen __________ good films recently.
2. What’s wrong  with you? Have you got __________ headache?
3. I know a lot of people. Most of them are __________ students.
4. When I was __________ child, I used to be very shy.
5. Would you like to be __________ actor?
6. What __________ beautiful garden!
7. Do you like staying in __________ hotels?
8. Jane is __________ teacher. Her parents were __________ teachers

too.
9. I don’t believe him. He’s __________liar. He’s always telling __________



lies.
10. Questions, questions, questions! You’re always asking __________

questions!

6. PAST SIMPLE AND PAST CONTINUOUS: Put the verb into the correct
form, past continuous or past simple. (10 marks)

1. Jenny __________ (wait) for me when I __________ (arrive).
2. ‘What __________ (you/do) at this time yesterday?’ ‘ I was asleep’
3. ‘ __________ (you/go) out last night?’ ‘ No, I was too tired.’
4. How fast __________ (you/drive) when the accident __________

(happen)?
5. Sam __________ (take) a picture of me while I __________ (not/look).
6. We were in a very difficult position. We __________ (not/know) what to

do.
7. I haven’t seen Alan for ages. When I last __________ (see) him, he

__________ (try) to find a job.
8. I __________ (walk) along the street when suddenly I __________ (hear)

footsteps behind me. Somebody __________ (follow) me. I was
scared  and I __________ (start) to run.

9. When I was young I __________  (want) to  be a pilot.
10. Last night. I __________ (drop) a plate when I __________ (do) the

washing-up. Fortunately  it __________ (not/break).

7. VERBS WITH -ING AND TO: Choose the correct option. (5 marks)
1. I remember to see/ seeing that film years ago.
2. Sara regrets to tell/ telling everybody about her bad exam results.
3. Amy tried to find/ finding her bag, but it was impossible in her

messy room.
4. We stopped to have/having lunch on the way to Wales.
5. Did you remember tot phone/phoning your parents?

8. PRESENT PERFECT: Read the situations and write sentences with just,
already or yet.  (5 marks)

1. After lunch you go to see a friend at her house. She says ‘ Would
you like something to eat?’
You say: No thank you. ____________________ (have lunch)



2. Joe goes out. Five minutes later, the phone rings and the caller
says, ‘Can I speak to Joe?’
You say: I’m afraid. ____________________ (go out)

3. You are eating in a restaurant. The waiter thinks you have finished
and starts to take your plate away.
You say: Wait a minute!. ____________________ (not/finish)

4. You plan to eat at a restaurant tonight. You phoned to reserve a
table. Later your friend says, ‘ Shall I phone to reserve a table?’
You say: No, ____________________ (do it)

5. You know that a friend of yours is looking for a place to live.
Perhaps she has been successful.
Ask her. You say: ____________________ ? (find)

9. PAST PERFECT: Read the situations and write sentences from the words
in brackets using the past perfect form.  (5 marks)

1. You went to Sue’s house, but she wasn’t there. (She/go/out)
____________________.

2. You went back to your hometown after many years. It wasn’t the
same  as  before. (it/changed/a lot) ____________________.

3. I invited Rachel to the party, but she couldn’t come.
(she/arrange/to do something else. ____________________.

4. You went to the cinema last night. you got to the cinema latte. (the
film/ already/ start) ____________________.

5. It was nice to see Daniel again after such a long time.
(I/not/see/him for five years) ____________________.

10. RELATIVE PRONOUNS: Complete the sentences. Choose from the box
and make a  relative clause. (5 marks)

invented the telephone -  were hanging on the wall - cannot
be explained - can support life - makes furnitures

1. Helen works for a company ____________________.
2. What happened to the pictures ____________________ ?
3. Alexander Bell was the man ____________________.
4. It seems that the Earth is the only planet ____________________.
5. A mystery is something ____________________.

11. RELATIVE PRONOUNS: Complete each sentence using



who/whom/whose/where. (5 marks)
1. What’s the name of the man __________ car you borrowed?
2. A cemetery is a place __________ people are buried.
3. A pacifist is a person __________ believes that all wars are wrong.
4. What was the name of the person to __________ you spoke on the

phone?
5. The place __________ we spent our holidays was really beautiful.

12. PASSIVE: Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or
present simple. (10 marks)

cause - damage - write - hold - invite - make -
overtake - show - surround - translate - publish

1. Many accidents __________ by dangerous driving.
2. Cheese __________ from milk.
3. The roof of the building __________ in a storm a few days ago.
4. You __________ to the wedding. Why didn't you go?
5. A cinema is  a place where films __________.
6. In the USA, elections for the president __________ every four years.
7. Pride and Prejudice and Emma __________ by Jane Austen.
8. Originally the book __________ in Spanish, and a few years agot it

__________ into English.
9. Although we were driving fast, we __________ by a lot of other cars.
10. You can’t see the house from the road. It __________ by trees.

13. CONDITIONALS: Study each situation and complete the sentence below.
Decide whether to use a first or second conditional structure. (10 marks)

1. According to the weather forecast there is a chance of snow
tomorrow. If it __________ (snow), I __________ (need) to buy a pair of
gloves.

2. Patrick is deciding whether to go to France or Spain on his next
holiday. If Patrick __________ (go) to Spain, he __________ (be) very
satisfied.

3. John works 12 hours a day. If John __________ (nott/be) so busy, he
__________ (have) more time for his family.

4. Kate os out of work, but she goes shopping every day. If Kate
__________ (continue) to go shopping, she __________ (run out) of
money.



5. It is a sunny day with clear blue skies. If it __________ (rain), I
__________ (need) an umbrella.

6. Anne's boss is very demanding. If Anne's boss __________ (not/be) so
demanding, she __________ (not/be) so stressed.

7. Daniel has an exam tomorrow. If Daniel __________ (pass) his exam,
he __________ (celebrate) with his friends.

8. Fabio and Carlo are best friends. If Fabio and Carlo__________
(not/be) best friends, they probably __________ (not/be) living
together.

9. Derek doesn't have a car. It takes him an hour to get to work. If
Derek __________ (have) a car, it __________ (not/take) him so long to
get to work.

10. The Olympic Games are held every four years. If the Olympics
__________ (be) held every year, they __________ (not/be) so interesting.



VOCABULARY (45 marks)

1. Put the adjectives in the correct category. (10 marks)

disappointing - dull - enjoyable - entertaining -
hilarious - informative - original - predictable -

spectacular - terrifying

Positive Negative

2. Choose the correct option (5 marks)
1. Vanessa is good at athletics / archery; she always wins the 200m

races.
2. I prefer shopping online / saving up to going into shops.
3. Alex got a bargain / sale when he bought his new bike; it only cost

£50.
4. The science-fiction film wasn’t very terrifying / realistic; the special

effects were terrible.
5. I want to write a(n) bestseller / award and become a millionaire.

3. Complete the sentences with the words (5 marks)

compulsory - easy-going - original -
rare - unacceptable

1. Helen’s story idea was the most ______________ , so she won the
competition.

2. Maths and English are ______________ subjects at school.
3. The sales assistant was very rude to me; her behaviour was ______________

.
4. Tobias is a(n) ______________ person; he gets on with everyone.
5. We were lucky to see that bird in the forest. They are very ______________

now in this country.



4. Write the opposite. (5 marks)
1. fair -
2. legal -
3. logical -
4. possible -
5. responsible -
6. reliable -
7. practical -
8. convenient -
9. efficient -
10. high-quality -

5. Complete the sentences with the words. There are two words that you do
not need. (5 marks)

express - pass - text - trap -
time-consuming - upsetting - warn

1. Sometimes I find the news too ______________ to watch; it makes me feel
very sad.

2. Can I borrow your mobile phone, please? I want to send a ______________ to
Jason to find out where he is.

3. The police tried to ______________ the suspect, but he immediately realized
what was happening and didn’t come.

4. Paul sometimes finds it difficult to ______________ his feelings in words, so
he uses music.

5. The drums were used to ______________ the tribe of incoming danger.

6. Complete the sentences. (10 marks)
1. Our team won a t______________ at the competition.
2. If we want to p______________ endangered pandas, we have to save their

forests.
3. The exhaust fumes from cars p______________ the air.
4. I was so e______________ when my dad arrive at school in his fancy dress

costume. He looked like a mugger!
5. It’s a good idea to r______________ plastic bags. I usually leave them in the

car for the next time I go to the supermarket.
6. The r______________ sent of three players because they weren’t playing by

the rules.



7. There is a national hockey t______________ next week and our team is
going to compete.

8. I’m going to s______________ my birthday party photos with all my friends
on Facebook.

9. Cathy is always writing s______________ u______________ on her Facebook
wall, but I’m really not interested in reading about everything she does in
her day.

10. Scientists are using c______________-______________ technology to build
intelligent robots.

7. Complete the phrasal verbs in the text. (5 marks)
Luisa and I have been friends for a long time, although very occasionally we fall (1)
______________ over something silly. The good thing is that we make (2) ______________ quite
quickly and we can talk about why we got upset. We get (3) ______________ each other so
well that we can talk about everything; for example, last week Luisa’s mum told her (4)
______________ for being lazy in front of me. Luisa was embarrassed but she knows she
can turn (5) ______________ me whenever she gets upset. That’s what best friends are for.






